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BILL MARTIN WORLD FAMOUS FOR OLD BO'IS BOOKS 
!'hone: ELGar 3230 

93 HILL'3IDE : LOIIIXl!J, N,W. 10 Cables: SUPERB USED, LONDON, 

CASH WI'ffi ORDER FOOT AGE EXTRAL 

All books offered are always pre 1940 

·-·-.. -·--- ,._ 

Bound volume Gems, 432 - 458 Bound volumes Ma(:nets, 408 -
Offers . 434, Offers . 

Bound ·1oll.111e Gems, 459 - 493 Gems. 1038 - 1063 in box file . 

Offers . Offe rs. 
....... - , .................... ., ........................ _,,, ................................. , ............ I- -----···· ................ - .... ·---· .. ···--- ... ... .... 

26 Pink Union Jacks . 1905 - 26 }lagnets. 476 - 501 i n box 

1917 . £5, 5, o . file . Ci3 8 o . 

,-26Uni on ;;~ · o'..923 - 1930 ...• J. ~~x~i:.i:".""· O~f~:. in ··-

7 copies Prairie Libr ary . All Sexton Blake Libraries , 1915 -

fe ature llelson Lee and iiipper . 1936 , 7 1st se ri es, 7 second 

21/ - . seri e3 , 7 3rd se ries. £4, 
....... --..... --, .. -_ ........... .,. .. _,, __ ,, ..... ,,. ... _.,._ ~ .... , ___ ... _______ ,, .. __ ... _ ............... _ 

1st series Boys Friend Lib raries Ge:us in 4 box files • Binding 

1 20 pages each copy . 1 - 300, copies . 104 numbers . 672 - TI6 

Best offer. Offers . 

Bound volumes llel son Lees . 2 bound vol umes Boys Magaine • • 

March - August , 19?.8. 1 - 26 and 53 - 78 , 

50/ - . 26/ - each . 

1916 Xmas Magnet. Hou:ie on the !lo, 8 S. B.L. Victims of 

Heath . Peney Popular No. 48 , Villainy, 120 pages . 

No, 269 - both Xmas /lumber s . EFL No, 38 B,F ,L. Tc:n Merry ' s 

TluU Thick and Thin , 120 pages' conquest. 120 pages . 

BFL, Boy Without a Name, 120 I No. 46 B,F .L, Rivals of St . 

-·· Kitts , 120 pB81>S, 

Offers ple ase, No. 328 B. F . L. Rivals and 
Chums, 120 pages . 

Offers please . 
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E C T O R S I 

F!Jjjl I G E S T 

Bditor : 
ERIC FAYNE, 

Excelsior House, 
Grove Road, Surbiton , Surrey , 

• * * 

BLAKIANA SCOR&S AGAIN. Our indefatigable contributo r, Bill Lofts , 

has recently traced the writ er of so many pre-war Sextoo Blake stories , 

PIERRE QUIROULE, the creator of those unsurpassed characters , Granite 

Grant and Mlle. Julie . Kr. Lorts has bad a long interview vith Pierre 

Quiroule , the Rolling Stone ( real name ll. V. Sa,yer) , and is even now 

preparing an entrancing article for an early edition of BLAKIA.flA. This 

vill be wonderful news for Blake fans , and it is especially pleasing 

to me, for 1 have alweys rei;nrded P.Q. as one of the finest Blake 

writers of all time. A canplete bound eet of h1B Sexton Blake tales 
is one of the most valued items in u,y collection , and , years ago , I 

had considerable correspondence vi th the author. 

TilR I 961 ANNUAL. llork is now intensifying on tho 1961 Annual which , 

all being well , will be reeching you in Deccsmber. 
THE EDITOR. 
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IT 'S HARRY WHARTON 
RESULT OF "C0IJH:'l'ORS1 DIGEST" GREAT POPULARITY CONTFSJ' 

The following is th e order in which Coll ectors ' Digest readers 
vot ed th e characters in our Poj>llarity Conte s t. Tho llllll!bers before 
th e chara cters I names are th e index numbers in t he contest: following 
t he names, in brackets , are th e ac tual numbers of votes acc orded t o 
each in t he poll . 

THE TOP TEN 

1st : 23. HARRY WHARTON 905 
2nd: 4. BILLY BUNl'ER 7ffl 
3rd: 22. H. VERNON-SMITH 694 
4th: 6. BOB CHERRY 665 
5th: 2. SEXTON BLAKE 642 
6t h: 8. ARTHUR A, D1fl.RCY 591 
7th: 13 . TOI MERRY 547 
8th: 16. MR. QUE!.C!I 474 
9th: 11. NELSON LEE 459 

10th: ~. E. O. HANDFORl'I! 439 

~ 
11th: 14 . Ni pper 416 
12th: 18 . Jimlly Silver 364 
13th: 5. Ral fb R. Card ow 356 
14th: 19. Reginal d Talbot 354 
15th: 7. Horace Coker 328 
16th• 20. Tinker 295 
17th: 15. Frank Nugent 182 
18th: 1. Jack Blake 179 
19th• 17, The Rio Kid 174 
20t h: 10 . Ken King 160 
21st: ~ 3 , Buffalo Bill 

139l 21s t: 21. Dlck Turpin 139 
23rd : 12 , Arthur E, Lovell 122 

THE FIUZE'olIN!IERS 

Many, maizy Jong hours of work have gone int o t.he. ;";" ful ,...!?..:~~ 
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of the votes in t his contest . Mal\Y more hours have gone into t he 
t8'l k of assessing all the forecas t s of the large number of entr ants , 
and deci ding , with the utmost care and impartiality, which entr ies 
were the most meri t orious . It i s with very great pl easure t hat we 
now aru1ounce the Prize Winners. 

THE FIRST PRJZ~ OF £5 i s awarded to 

BRIAN DOYLE, 
13, North bourne Road, 

London, s.w.4. 
THE SFX:OND PRIZE, consisting of 2 vol umes, each containing 

three novels, is awarded to 

!IEVILIE VEAR, 
42, Fairway, York, 

Messrs , Doyl e and Vear each succeeded in forecast i ng 9 of the 
names to appear in t he TOP Tm. Each placed 5 in t hei r . actual posi 
tions , but Mr, Doyle had the 1st and 2nd in their correct places , thus 
winning th e lead over Mr. Vear who had them reversed , Our hearty con
gratulations t o t hem both. We invite both Mr, Doyle am Mr, Vear , if 
th ey feel' so inclined , to l et us know what reasoning they adopt ed in 
making such successful f orecasts , · 

A prize of 1o/ - is r,warded to each of the following, whose 
entries came next in order or. merit: F . S, Knight , 288 High Street , 
Cheltenham; J , w. Geal, 94 Shortlands Road, Kingston-on -Thames ; 
John Bush, 32 Walden Avenue, Chislehurst; Victor Smith, 111 Whatel ey 
Crescent , Castle Bromwich, 

A COLLrol'ORS' DIGESJ' ANNUAL for 1960 is awarded to each of the 
following , Mrs. E. E. Pal.mer, Thackley , Bradford ; R. J. Godsave , 
Leytonstone , 

A selected Old Boys• period i cal (Marvel , Lot-<l- Fun, Boys ' 
Ci nema, or Schoolboys ' Own Library) i s awarded to each of the following : 
H. E. Elliso n, St . Annes on Sea; i , Fleming, Chingford ; H. Holmes, 
Barrow-in-Furne ss ; Miss E. B. Flinders , Hitchin; II. T. Thurbon , 
Cambridge; B. Adam, Newcastle ; G. H. Wilde, Leeds, 

All Prizes will be dispatched t o prizewinners on t he day 
following the plblicatio n of this issus of Coll ec t ors I Digest, 
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A SURVEY OF THE VOTING 

Hot Ule l eas t lnterest1n& tact.or tn U\ls great e,:perlDMl'lt was the "lG' tha t 
relders allotted their ?Otts. ..l certain nlJllj)er •plllll>«!" , •ardlng 30 each t.o two 
oharae-ters on1Y; r ather moN aeattered a mall nUlber or votes to each or a selection 
ot aharaeters; the ma.Jortt.T, however, made th eir 811'ards 1n 1o•s and 5'•• 

It wu , tn feet , wttb Cbls end In view tllat th e rules of the contest wert dralill\ 
q,. ffl8 n1Ber or charact ers trom each or the achools was caref ull1 aJ'Ta'lged to gtn ab-
901ut.e fairness , plus a spice. to the poll . We knew Chat Creyfr l an tans predominate 
aaa11 oi.r read er s , Md, by tncllXltnc 111>re Greytrtars Ch.eraeters tbs.n m, others , we tel!l'ted 
thll!I to spread thetr votes , th.la gll' ll'\I all mr •oandtdatest' a fair cbanco. In a few 
eases, readers used onlY a perc e11tac e or their 'fOtes, which wa.s, of course, quite within 
the rules of the contest. 

H8I'l'7 Wharton t.ook th e l ead right from th e s~, and never re al l,y l ooked llke 
losing tt.. After the fi r st Dl>l\th It "8S cl ear that he was almost cerc.aln to be top or the 
poll. In tb e sme wa:,, Btll.Y Bunter ftml.Y resoll'ed hi.m elt as second. lt ts of very 
1N at tni.erest that, though &.llter gets all t.he ptmltc l t.y md ts tb e accepted star , It ts, 
ln the ?tew of readara, HarTY \rl\artoll llbo has been the Dain hd> ct Greyfr lars. 

The third mm, well ebiad of the rest , Is Vemon-&aU.h, t.he Botn:ter , and 7et Sl
oth.er Oreytt- t ars aharaeter, Bob Qi.err)', ls ln 4Ut place · a strlkt ng 'flotory tor Grey
frtars and glOWll'll t.estln>IV io the most fmou., school tn ttct lon. 

t t ts a great pl easure to see Sexton Blake nt Stb. place, so well ~ In tbe rams of 
tbe TOP '°"· Thl"'oughout tb.e ccntest , Bob Olerry and sexton Blake f ought between l&tb am 
5th plaOes . 1bey plaJed a continuous game of Husleal ~lrs , wttb no ceri atnty' until June 
3rd as to ,t,o would UnallY secure either pl ace , 

EarlY In t b(: contest ,· Gussy and Tom Hart')' consolidated themelns at 6th Bl'll1 ?th 
respecttnJy , ,t no ttae did aiyone cooe near enough to look lik e dtsi,lacll'll theci . tr. 
Q..181.ch, tbe flnut scboolooster In ttct t on, won a well-d esened 8 th pl ace • a posit.Ion · 
Which was not to be chal l enged as the votes flowed tn. 

st. FraM •s bas done NIDBl"knbl7 well wttb Its three representatt n a together htgb 
up tn the l ist , end two of Ulen In the TOP ,m . It ts t ntensttng to see Nilson Lee hl11r 
selt at lbe head or the Lee conc.tngent, and liW\Y wi ll not be surprised to tlnll Handy ahead 
ot Nipper UJough the margin Is narrow. 

In tact, the f ir st nine took their pl aces In the TOP TEN nlmost from the begtMlnc. 
The MJY dotmt was lltlethcr Randy or Ktppcr was to bave th e hdnour or the place tn t.hl s 
royal group of outstanding characters. And HandJ, bless hl s heart , won It In Che end. 

So lll1Ch for th e TOP TDl. The m t n BUr1)l"l.se bas been U!e poor show put up bf 
Rodofood. Though RookJtOOd fi elded onlY two representatives to spltt the Yote, ne i ther 
au::,ceeded tn reechlng tbe Royal Box. J t q Stlv er put~ a htr shcM, but Lonll•s meagre 
support t s an eyt-opencr . . 

J. t'lrtber ~ts e ls the C(qlarattve l ow pl acing of Tinker at 16th . Here, I 
Ult.nit• we have the one charac.ter 'lllf:lo n ight ha'f8 been higher placed Jr the cont est had 
bean held years ago. Ttric.er bas been rather tnconslstentl.y handled dtr trw the put deoade , 
an:, t.he result of the contaat auuest s that be has lost IOfll& of h i s f ormer pcpuJ.arll;y . No 
oolbt our ui,erts oo Blake l ore , Josie Pa,c;ia;al 4112 Walter Webb, wt ll han their <Mn com
ments to J:IOke on the roc t tllat Sexton Bl ake bas won &lc:rr at Ko, 5, "'11le Tinter 111 onl7 
a lDll1Y No. 16. 

Han)' ma:, well ban eipeeted carc1ew sxl !'al.bot to reaoh t.be TOP ~. but Ml tlnd 
tllea both well behind tluss;y end Tom Hen"J. ou.,sy, In fact , cm take his ~ •Jtb grace
ful el egance, ha'fln& glven hts dectslve NplJ' to anyone 1lflo mtght han t.hougtit hi m out
oodec1 ln th e nlnet eerrstxtte s. 

flle lo,r plaClng of Jack Blake shows tbe wisdom ot tiart l n Clltrord, loOc aso, tn 
aupplanttng bi n wi th Tm Hen,-. Blake ts a pleasant SChooll>oY, but Clearu not In 121, u:,e 
class 1'1 Ch the great scboolbaJ leaders. ·------ ·-·~-----



·· ·-····- .... --····---- .... - ........... ..... -··-····-·---··-·· ··--·-· .. ···--·- PS89 . 7 .... . 
As a oet t er or passing tnt eros t 1 th e slowut starter wss Ken ling. F.ntrtea had 

been pour ing ln t or a rortnlght before an, vote wa., registered on his behalf. He man
aged t o elldl t.o No. 20 e.s tt oe pa,sed , but l t h obl'lous that Ule heroes or adven ture 
are not favourites among Dtge.st rest er a. 

Burto.lo 8111 and Dlott Turpin are , or course , specia li sed characters or llmtted 
appeal , em there Is Utt.le surpr i se In tlletr l c,w placing. The b igges t sw,>r t se or th e 
Jt\ol e contes t Is to r lne1 Arthur f.dward LoTell bel ow them - and th e collector ot Iha 
wooden spoon, 
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"Let there be no mistake, Harry Wharton was the secre t of the 

Magnet• s success, not Billy Bunter." 
So wrote Roger Jenkins in an article in Collectors ' J>i8est Annual 

ten years "80 · Nov, ten years later , we have conclusive proof that 
Roger was right. Digest read ers , a repre senta tive cross-section of the 
Magnet readers down the years , have smashed Harry Wharton to the to p of 
the poll - an easy winner. It is an exciting manent for those who have 
loved the Captain of the fuamove for so long, 

A few more extracta from that article by Roger Jenkins are app
ropriate here: 

"The first desc ription we have of Harry Wharton occurs in lltgnet 
No; 1. 1He was a well-built led, finnly develo ped, strong and active. 
Handsome indeed vas t he face , with i t s well marked features and da:rl<: 
eyes. But there vaa a cl oud upon it, and 1n the dark eyes was a glint 
of· suspicion and defi ance, 1 · 

"To quote Frank Richards, "It has always seemed t o me that a man 
ought not t o write a story at all unless he feels that it may be to sane 
extent useful , aa well as entertaining t o y5ung readers whose charac t ers 
are in the process of foma ti on, " It was the use of this f omul n that 
was dirsctly responsible for th e thre e greatest series in t he whole of 
the thirty- two year run of the Magnet. And, as was only fitting , they 
all centred upon Harry Wharton." 

Roger vas referring to the two Rebel series , 1925 and 1932, and t o 
t he Stacey series of 1935, I believe that no read er, vho has a really 
canprehensive knowledge of th e Magnet from first t o last, would gainsay 
Roger's contention . Personally , I still regard the 1925 Rebel series 
as the greatest school story of the century , It stands alone, perhap,, 
as a study of youth which is of intense interest t o adults and can
pletely faacinating to juveniles at the same time. Only a truly great 
writer could have produced a stpry which combined those qualities. I 
hope tha t one ds,y that remarkable sto ry will be re-issued 1n stiff 
covers and preserved far the benefi t of count less e,,nerations t o cane. 

Thore is 11 ttle doubt that maey of the readers vho havs voted Harry 
Wharton as ths most popilar charact er of the century have done so with 
too memory of those great Wharton series in mind. 

Let us end by quoting Roger Jel1kins again: 
"Such then were the three finest series in the llagnet. Perhap, 

one· of the greatest tributes to the author was his ability to make us 
recognize the depravity of Wbarton1s conduct, w.hilst at the same ti.me 
letting us see that he was still the hero of the story and that our 
sympathies still ley with him . Charles Hamil ton, more than aey other ·-----------------



writer of his kind , had the abil i ty to pose moral ques t ions like these 

in an interesting and canpelling manner. It would , however, be mis

leading to imply that all series starring Harry Wharton port : nyed him 

as rebellious and intractable as these three series did at times . As 

illstance of other t opics , olde r readers ma:, prefer that famous occasion 

when it was finslly decided that the Remove did not have t o fog; 
younger reade rs ma:, prefer the Da Costa seri es in which ilhart on sh oved 

t he pleasanter and more accustane d side of his nature ; while readers 
of J11Y generation probably prefer the stories about Harry ilharton as 

the Swot of the Remove. 
"Harry Wharton vas Wldoubtedly the greatest character ever dr awn 

by Charles Hamilton , and it is pleas i ng t o rene ct that the vicissitudes 

of his caree r formed the main t opic of his author' s finest vork. Cel'

tainly no character in the Magnet was so consistently the favour ite of 

so many readers in each gensrati on as Harry Wharton, the Captain of 

the Remove." 
So wrote Roger Jenkins in 1951. Now, ten years later , lJ:iaest 

readers have proved hov ri8h t he was, 

ACK!rQ~S 

The Edi tor expresses grateful thanks to Les Rowley who gene r

ously gave the monetary pri•ee in thi s conte st as well as assisting 

in th e general project . Collec tors • Digest alao thanks Mr. J . Lennard 

fo r his splendi d spirit in providing the volumes which are given as 

eocond prize in th e contest. Finally , thanks to t he read ers of this 

magazine for their loyal enthusiasm and for sending in t heir votes , 

without which thi s interesting experiment could never have been 

carried t o such a su ccessful concl usi on. 

HOW Tm:l'. BEGAN I No, 9 
On our cover this month, ve bring you a reproducti on of the 

cover of the MAGNEl' No. 1. This remarkable paper c(JJIIJ6nced in early 

1906, and ran until May, 1940, a total of 1683 i ssues . 

MERSEYSIDE BRANCH o, B. B. C, requires canplete sets only Nelson Lee 

Li brary . Full details to: 
N, PRAGNELL, 33 BRAE fil'REEI', LrvmPOOL, 7 • 

..... ,~ ... , .... -..... _ ... _..,._ ... _..,, ,,_..., ... ,,. ...... _,.._ ... , ___ ...,, __ .., __ ... , .............. , .... - ................................ """"'"' 
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BL AK IAN A 

Conducted by JOSEF!llNE PACK!!AII 
27. Ar<:hdale Road. East IW.wich. London, S.E.22 . 

Very little has been written about the Sexton Blake stories in the 
First (-!d.) aeries of the UNION JA!:K; neither - so far as I am aware -
has a canplete and detailed list of such st ories been printe<' . I am 
therefore devoting some of rrzy apace this month t o µ,.tting these de
tails on record, prefaced by a short ext rac t from Herbert Leckenby' a 
ttMemorles " on the subject. 

By the time this issue of the C.D. is in th e post man;y of you 
will be on bolidey . I hope the weather will be kind t o you, and that 
on your return you will pit your pens t o pa per and send me a li ttla 
something for these pages! • JOSIE PACKMAN 

* * * * * * * * * 
SEJCl'ON BLAKE THE filERNAL 

(A short extract on the ;i . UNION JACK taken from the la t e 
Herbert Leckenby's "Memories of Old Boys' Papers") 

From what I can cull from the papers at rrzy disposal, and with th e 
aid.of memory, I do not t hink a great llllmber of sto ries devoted to Blake 
appeared in the -!d. Union Jack , but I do remember a serial entitled 
"Shadowed and Haunted, " 

Then I have before me a double number, No, 138, and this contains 
a st ot'i entitled "Bravo, Blake!" by w. Shaw Rae. At thi s time of day 
that story of long ago is very intere sting . For instance, at that 
time Blake bad his clllll!lbers at Norfolk House, not Baker Street. He 
was, even then, a "famous inv es tigat or." Furtho:nnore, we are told 
t hat Blake bad received his education at the "Public School of Ash
l eigh." There, be had been the hero of the school and was, in f act , 
known as Bravo, Blake! Years later, of course , Cecil He,yter in a 
successio n of serials in the Boys I Herald, told of Blake• s scbooldeys 
at St, Anne' s School and, later, at Oxford. 

Another point of interest about this "Bravo! Blake" story is that 
it gives Blake ' s 118" at that time as being twenty-seven. It was pib
lisbed at Christmas 1896, so if you want to know bow old the detective 
now is just do a little sum! But then, of course , Sexton Blake - like 
Tinker, Tan llfeny and others - has learned t he~ - of eternal yo~ . 
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Satm:hing furth er I came across another surpri se . The 1(1. U.J. 
No. 203 armouncing th o sto ry for t he following week described it as 
"'The Truman Mystery , " a st ory of Sexton Blake and his assistant, lie
wee. 1 How who on earth was this predecessor to Ti nker? I t was the 
firs t I had heard of him, but possib ly he had appeared before t hi s 
Ho. 204 • •• •• •• •• 
• , • , ,I have just had the good fortune t o secure a further supply of 
1(1. U. J ' s, and , much t o my satis factio n, to father more infonnation 
about Sexton Blake. 

Firstly , i t would appear that I was in erro r when I said I did 
not think lllaI\Y Bl ake sto ries appeared in th e 1(1. se rie s ; on th e con
trary there wore quite a nw:iber. 

For instance , No. 357, 23 Feb, 1901, is an i nteresting find , for 
th erein is an instalment of a se ri al enti tl ed "Griff, the Man-
Tracker" or "the Exploi ts of Sexton Blake, Det ective , and Griff I his 
Mysterious Assistan t, " At first glance I th ot,ebt "Griff" must have 
been a predecessor of Pedro , but j udging from the text in this instal
ment he was apparently "a great, gro t esque =ature , who shuf'fl ed along 
in t he dusk and whose ears pricked up like th ose of u faithful hound" 
• •. . . "a man who swung bis huge body up the side of a house almost as 
eas ily as if he had been welking o n the ground." Evident l y a use-
ful sort of assistant t o have around , though if I ever saw thi s p9.rti 
cular sto ry in my knickerbock er days my memory certainly did not hel p 
to recall i t . I t hink if I ever did read i t then , I should have enjoyed 
it , for it appears t o have been a real full-bl ooded story w1 th Blak!l 
very much up against it, In fact , in one sentenc e we read: "Griff , 
Griff! Thank heaven i t ' s Griff , " moaned Sexton Blake." The aut har 
of th e st ory was Cbristo~r Stevens , 

Now a Christ mas Double Number of 1900, No, 344. Here we have 
" 'The Ghost of Smuggler' s Rock" - the story of Sexton Blake I s Christmas 
Case - om of th e strangest and most exciting of t ile many "Sexton 
Blake , Detective" s t ories we have p.iblished , 1 No auth or ' s name was 
gi ven, but th e illustrati ons wer e by A, H. Clarke . I was interested 
t o not o that this s tory brings in We- woo, the Chinese assistant , al 
thot,eb be does not pley a very prominent part , • , .. , , , , , 

(llritten by Herbert Leckenby in 1943, J,P , ) 

S=oN BLAKE STORIES IN THE :zi, UNION JACK 

Ho. 2 dated 2.5 . 1994 sexton Blake, Detective HarTY Bl.7th 
No. 15 • 1.7.189l, Sexton Bl ake' s Trtuai>h __ __ __J, y Bal NereOlth "°• l&.'5 • ,s.2.•95 Tr"acked Rot.rid the World Anon. 



~ -·-------- ·--------~- ·-No. 58 dated 29.5. 195 1tM 116.rcel ~1tel')' bf w. Shaw Rae 
No. 62 • 26.6. 195 A ctue t rom the Deep Ana,. 
Ho. 65 11.7. •95 sen.on Blak.e•s Stratagea bJ' w. Sbdr Rae 
No. 69 t5.8.• 9'j Nalda the NthlU st Anon. 
No. 72 5.9.•95 'ft,I Clue or tbe Dead ~ es by .lroold CrabaD. 
No. 75 26.9 . 195 tracked to Che Death Valley tiy Helton liiJTf;I 
Mt. 82 • 14.11. '95 Doctor Ztbra•.s Doom Herbert Maxwell 
Nos. 102 io 118 (2.4. •96 to 2.}.7. •96} EJ\adowed and Haunted, a Sen.on Blalte serial. 

Author - Anon,moua. 
No. 88 dated 26.12. 195 1'he u, tnc Pleture t,y w. Shat Rae 
No. 125 • 10. 9. 196 How Sexton Blake Won Hts Spurs -tor w. Sbm Rae 
Ho. 138 10.12.•96 BraTO, Blat ei by w. Sb• Rae 
Ho, 147 11,2. •97 Chased 1'hroogJ, China {-.•) - --- 1'1 w, 8baw Rae 
Ho. 155 8.4.'97 F'n>cl Clue to cap...,. {Wt-wee) -- - 1.r W, Sil'"' R88 
No. 162 Z?.5. '97 For th e Shah (We""'W'ee) - -- b7 w. fli8'f Rae 
No, 168 8,7 . •<J7 Sexton Blake A.mng tile Norrs (W~t) - by w. Sha,r Ree 
No, 172 s.e.197 Oeod ltll•a Hand by Meu on ~· 
No. 180 3CJ,9. •<J7 11l& f'trc er Clue (We-wee ) ___ hv w. Shaw Rae 
No, 186 11. 11,197 th:ler dle Smuggl er• s Plag (We-.ee)-bJ w. Shall' Ree 
No. 191 18,12, •97 A Cbr'lstm.s Clue Anon, 
No, 194 • 8, 1, •96 ' Tlrl lt CallOIIS am Gold Anon. 
No. 20tt 19.3.•96 The TnDan ~1tery (We....ae) __ _ by w. Sb.aft Rae 
No, 2a! 16,4.•98 Tl>e PhM•oa Pllotogra:>her 1-. e)-- bl' w, - Rae 
No. 220 • 9 .7 . '98 The Dager ot Dunloe twe-wee) _ ___ ::,y, w. SbM Rae 
No. 228 .}.9. 1913 TbB Third Nan (we-,ee) __ _ t,y w. Sh8' Rae 
No. 238 12. 11. •98 1be ttystery Han (W.....-ee>- --- b7 w. mi. Ra8 
No. '2J6 31.12. •98 'nll Clg3rett8 Clue (W........ree 1 w. &aw Rt'e 
No. 250 • 4,.2. 199 Tbe Choat or Strand.gap Priory (We-wee)_ by w. SbaN' Rae 
No. 261 22.4. ' 99 'lbe Laneer Lad b)' W. Bbaw RM 
No. 263 • 23.9. '99 Shadowed by Sexton Blake b7 artstoiti.er at e•ens 
Ho, 285 7, 10, '99 Tl>e Rermi. ot Texas b)' Coq,bell 8"""1 
No. 289 • 4.11. •99 The Secret Rand (We-wee) -- - bJ w. EllSII' Rae 
No. 299 13. 1. 1900 ftle Br6nd or S 1n {We-wee >-- -- bJ' w. Shalt Rae 
Ho. 336 29,9,' 00 Tile Parachu'" Klna--- - -- - b1 Paul Herring 
No. 3Wf • 24.11.• oo The Cbost or Sa.ater•s Rock---- Anon, 
Nos. l56 t o '573 {16.2.•ot to 15.6.01) •cru r the Nan Tracker-, a Sexton Blake aerial. 

uo. Y/0 • 
No,YIS 
No • .396 • 

No. l,oo • 

No, 411 
Ho. 420 • 

Ho, 426 
No. l60 • 

Author - ChrlsCOpher BteYens 
Certain t o Wtn bJ Hark 081Ta11 
fortw:ie Stone (We--wee) _ _ _ bJ w. Sh81¥ Rae 
Sexcon Blake •s Lost Clue 

{Wallace Lol'f'lmore) ----- -- bJ Perc lnl Cooke 
tt o,ooo Re'flll'd (Jefferson Hart, 
New York Dt~ t ln) by c. St nens 
'tracJced Across tbe Sea ( N&Dffll Cre;y)-- bY J.1 ec. o. Pearson 
ftl8 Clue ot the Freckled Hand (Bellned to be by 

H, s, , Jcm Cooper 
Enemies ot the Sea (Haxwell Grey) -- Alto o. Pearaon 
Th.e Convfot Hoot by Paul Herring 

End ot Blake atcrte, ~ this series . 

------·--·--·--· --- --' 



THE ARl'llllR J, PALK IIYSl'SRY 
By W, 0 1 G. Lofte 

I have read vith great interest in recent i ssues of the C.D. 

(Blsld.ana) the 1'0m!U'k.s of S. Gordon Swan, Derek Adley and Walter Webb 

regarding Arthur J . Palk and Artlmr H. Paterson. I do, hw ever, feel 

that the subject has by this time groVD out of all proporti on, and , 

seeing t hat I am t o a grea t cnont inv olved , Josie Paclanan has ld.ndly 

allowed me t o havo th o last fev vords on th e matt er - t hat i s , unt il 

sCl!l<lthing concrete comes along t o l"t tho whole Arthur J . Palk autho r

ship beyond all doubt. 
First I vould :WOO to cake i t quite clear that never at 8I1/f time 

has Kr. Twyman assumed that Arthur J . Pnlk and Arthur H. Pat ers on were 

one and th e same person. During one of my discus si o,swi t h Mr. Twyman, 

I asked him if he could tell me 8I1//thing abollt Arthur J . Palk . Mr. 

Twymn's r eply vas that he could not recollect t he can at all . At a 

later date , after re ading the story in question (U.J. No. 1525 "The 

Call of the Dragon•) ho still could not place the author . Quit o a 

reasonable explana ti on for this mey have been: (a) the story was 
handled through s literary agency , ( b) ho Yas avey at t he t ime and the 

story vas accopted by hi s dep,ty , (c) i t may have been ono of t ho old 

stori es kept in resorvo, to be used wen a scheduled story had not 

nate rialised . Having read the sto ry, Kr. Twyman did mention that the 

style reminded him of Arthur Pnterson, and that t he use of t he same 

initillls (A. P. and not .. . J .P.) mey have SCl!l<I connecti on, but thi s vas 

J!UY].Y theory on his pert . As the authorship of Arthur J . Palk ....;, st ill 

doubttul vben Derek Adley and myself canpiled tho Sext on Blal:e Aut hors 

llho1s Who, in the 1958 C. D. ,lnnual, ve left his name blank in tho "Real 

!lame" col=. The t heory pert having come fran the actual edit or of the 

u.J. , ve t houBl>t it just a point of interest to s t a te "probably'' , with a 

short explana ti on, I do, however, knov for a fact that Kr, Twyman 

knew Paters on for lll8I\Y years, and Twy can remember quite clearly Pater

son menti oning to him one day t hat he had spent se ver al years in 

Australia . 
Wol t er llobb gives a very good account of Arthur Paterson ' s bio

graJi,i ool det ails , but rather spoils his case by admitting t hat 
Paterson could have mllde the trip to hust rali a . No one has ever 

doubted t hat Arthur Paterson was born in England , but this does not mean 

that he could not have writt en an aut hentic s tory about Melbourne . I 

have only to menti on the FRANK RICl!ARIIS st ori es of Indi a and China 

vhich , olth01J8h he never visit ed those countries , are astonishingly 

!'J!thentic, 



Pll8" 14 

I quit e agree with llr . S. Gordon Swan thnt t he A.J. Palk he men
ti ons as having written a paper-backed novel some years ago could have 
written that Blake story , but, unf ortW10tely, neither ho nor Walter 
Webb can off er s:ny proof . 

I have made enquiries in Australia, but have drawn a canplete bl ank . 
Eithar it was a nan-d e- plume or else Palk was a very obscure writ er. !n 
my oxporience in tracing 'l ong l os t authors I I have beccme too wary t o 
acce pt aey s imilar ll!llll0 as fact until the writer has boen - where pos
sible - contacted . Before I trac ed t he right Horace Phillipe I had 
been in touch with several writers of tho same name. iwd I could name 
many more! Walter Webb has tha good sportsmans hi p t o admit that he 
' boobed' - to use hi s own expressio n - on the • Anth orzy Skene" affair , 
and I feel t hat he will fall into th e same trsp again if it is SIJ889Sted 
that there cannot possibly be two Arthur J . Pal.k's in this world. 
· In closing , I would like to thank Hr. S. Gord on Swan, Ierek and 
Walter for providing some very interesting ma to rial. 

Ho. J}J 
Ho. }:4 
Ho. }J5 

Ho. J.J6 
No. JY/ 
No. J}8 
No. JJ9 
"" · }40 Ho, 341 
No • .3/'2 
!lo, }4} 
Ho, J44 

Ho. J45 
Ho. JI/; 
Ho. 347 
Ho, J48 
Ho. J49 
Ho. J50 
!lo, 351 
Ho, J52 
Ho • .l5J 
Ho. J5I, 
Ho, 355 
Ho, }56 
Ho, Y.il 

* * * * * 
SEXTON BLAKE LillRllRY T:rrr.ES MID AUTHORS ( 2nd series) 

< continued l 
Tile Crook at Shanghai - ---- - (Rymer) ----- o. K. Teed 
Tbe Squealer' s Secret c. l'tm er 
Doomed Hen r. Warwick 
(Reprinted tn 2rd series No. 71.,.?} 
nw Brooklands tt,at e1"---------- - - - ·L• Bi.ct 
The Kennel s Crtce J. w. Bobln 
~ Secret ot the F'arm H. H. c . Gibbons 
1il8 ltlrder on the Hoer w. Shute 
1be Fatal TallSIIBll R. C. J.rmo\l" 
'ft'8 ~t Crimi G. V8I"ft6r 
1'ba Hill ot rear ~ Btdst.on 
1bi House or Cellars (V. Hat.a-Vall , Pt umer) a. H. feed 
The Gbost Trail L. c. Doutbra lt.e 
(Repri nted In 2nd series No. 736} 
Green l1ask c . N. PhtUr• 
!?le Polic e Boat f11stet')' w. J. Bqtleld 
nw crut se ot 1'8lTOr w. &. Stanton-Hope 
'lbe Bunealo• crJme L. Bl ack 
Crook.ta Loot. (Dearth Tallon) .___F . Warwick 
The case or t.he J1taalnc &state Agent o. Verner 
Tile Studio er,.. o. & E. Kale) ___ _ a, H. c. Gibbon• 
ftl8 Han rrom Darta>or (Splaah. Page} ___ __i; . A. EY&n1 
The Ph&ntoa of the creek _ o. R. Teed 
PreNlOd Dead L. Blaclt 
The n,.ce17 ot the Retl'lton Dinner R. Bardlnge 
Tbe Red Sttlletto G. N. Phlllps 
1he Gn at Wam:>rtc.s Crtme ___ (Spl asb Page) ____ o. A. tnns 
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___ _ ,..,_,...,,..,_,,. _____ ,..,_.., __ ............. ,., ... ..,., ____ HHf tll# l lml-

No, ,se 

No, 359 
No, 360 
No, 361 
No, .J62 
No. 363 
No, 364 
No, 365 
No. 366 
No, 367 
No, 368 
No, 369 
No. Y70 
No, J11 
No, Jl2 
11o,m 
No, J14 
No, 375 
No, J1(, 
No. m 
No. J18 
No. Yl9 
No, 380 
No • .l61 
No, .l62 
No, .Jll} 
No, .l64 
No, .l65 
No, .l86 
No, .l67 
No • .l68 
No. 389 
No. 390 
No. 391 
Ho, '92 
Ho. 393 
No, 394 
No, 395 
No, 396 
No, 397 
Ho. 398 
No, 399 
No. li)O 

Dead tti.n•a BsY ___ (Aubrey Dexter) ___ ,; . w. Bobtn 
(Reprinted tn 2nd serlea No. 734} 
The Night Sare )1fate 17 -L. Cnrlt on 
ni e Ll'lCOln' s Inn Traced7 _ - W. J. Ba, ttelcl 
ffle tllrd er on the Broed.s-- - H. H. c. Gtbbona 
nie Crook or fiont e Carl o _ _ (R.yJ:ier} - - 0. H. Teed 
'ltle Secre t or seven _ --G. Verner 
'I?lc Traf al gar SQuare ttYst eI')" R. c . A.nnour 
The Sun lvor•a Secret ___ _ (R. Purvale) --- J . o. Brandon 
Yellow Vengeance -- --- L• Bl ack 
1lle t!Ystel"Y ot tM Lost Ltgtonat re_ (Oextar ) ___ J. w. Bot>ln 
Dereli c t Rome (Zenith) _____ c . N. Phillps 
The Secre t or tbe SUdan-- - <D. Tallo n) --- -- P. Warwick 
Dr. SJntster (Splash Page) ____ o. A. Evans 
!he tt,stery or Uw Tr8IIIP Steacer R. c . Aniour 
The Arte r ial Road HUrOer _ __ _ __ w. J. Bayfie ld 
n,e fhl>t.7 Rouse Hurder o. Verner 
The Circus Cr l lDB o. H. Phillps 
The Blaok.•Hlll Hill Case R. Harcll~e 
T!l.e Ia:le or Horror .-----' Herle Galant e , Roa1ane ) ___ G. H. Teed 
'!be H,stU7 or tb e lbknotffl Victi m {D. t&llon) - --F:• Warwldt 
T1ll? Sta bl es Cri me. J. w. ~I n 
TbG Doubl e Crou L. Black 
Tbe f atal F'rt end!fl tp o. A. &van! 
Tbe Silent H&naoe ... -- --- ----- -·- -·- 0• N. Phillps 
nte ttan fro m Dubltn w. J . BayrJeld 
1be t1otor Coach ttun:1er L. Bldston 
Rogues of Ransom ___ (v. ttata-Valt, P1t11111er) _ _ o. ff. Teed 
Gu il ty but. Insane o. Verner 
Murder t o tt.Jslc •.. B. H. c. Otbbons 
Dead Hoo1s Peak . R. c . >.rt10ur 
1'tle H Iker' s Secre t W. Shut e 
n,.e Pleosure cni.tse ltJrder F'. Warwick 
Death In th e Jqle o. A. &vans 
1be Crook' s Dccoy __ _ {v. Nata-Vall , Plumer) __ o. e. Teed 
the Ctn em Cri me R. OO)'Tle 
The t l ,<XX>,000 Pl ot o. N. Phtltps 
ni.e Cr ime on t he Clyd e . ·- - " · H. c. Gib bons 
flle Cruse or th e Stra,rXIOd Totrlng co . __ , ___ _ L. Carlton 
Nr. Ktiner Sees Red ----- 4- L. Bl ook 
!be faxtce.b ltJrd er {R. PuM'ale) _ _ __ J. o. Brandon 
The ITOry Tusk R. Ranu~ e 
ffle ONat Turf Fraud w. J. Beytl el d 
nie Secre t of th e Look ~ _R. c. ~ 

0£'!f.CTIVE IIIEXLY and MILLER: S. B. 1,, (l10dem aeries) 358 - li)O; C. D. 1 - J1 ond 
118 - 1 lt) ~. Still nant Gunby Hadath llld John tt)Wbrq novel s . 
R. Gt.En', 5 RALEIGH OAR.ODE, BR.JX'f'CW HJU., LO«XIN, s .w.2 . Tel 0259. 

~ Cusndal e Abbey Nagnets No1. 1191, 1192 , 1193, 1194. i:2 per oow ott ered . 
liiit be tn good corxUtton. 
B. ADAH, 28 ~WDII' STREtT, NEX~-T!NE , 5, 
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f'NPl§ SD.IF§ fl>, 9 
t o gin you that glortoua teelt r:w ot sun-drenCbed boltdaYs we bring 100 this month 

a pic ture trm th e Cee1s ' Old Bus' aeries. 
Probabl.7 CJlarles Rem1lt oo1 s greatest DlC].1~ holiday aertu ot all t ime, thi s 

SC.or,', lltllcb an,eared In th e earJy Autum or t92), told of a trip \Cl t.be. Tbmnes t rom 
1t1rvton to Oxford. 

The N'ttst , R. J . Hacdon.ald, reall7 captured \he h0ll d91 s pirit, nen al l owing 
tor th e most mJ.lkeJy posi ti oning of t he tree on the extreme edge or tile i.c.patll. 
tbc picture ts t.llium tl'OQ 'Tr-act ed 1c, lbe Thamsl the t racker being Coker tllbo 1• 
rec e t1'1ng Che tiua:tnua end or tbe boat.book, wi elded bY Non'7 i..c.tber • . 

*********** • 



Lm''S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No. 511 THERE'S JOY IN /.RGUMENT. 

In its 76th issue the delightful STORY PAPER COLLECTOR presents 
"We Beg t o Disagree" , an article by Mr. W. o. G. Lofts. He re turns t o 
the old the:ne of substitute writ ers plus t he quality, or l ack of it, in 
certain phases of the edi t orial direction of fhe Companion Papers , and 
the article provides faacinating reading. Mr, Lofts is sparing in his 
personal cOl!Jllents, and holds t he balance vi.th stric t fairness, the 
greater part of th e article comprising an extract fi'om the observati ons 
of Mr, Samw.ys and a very l engtey extract from another correspondent who 
prefers t o remain anoeymous. 

It seems that, so,oo years back. our good friend Bi ll suegested in 
an artic l e that "the present day G""' and J!a8net expert&" would have 
made a much better job of running the papers than the ,mm who were at 
t he helm in t hose far-off days. I don t t ranember the article, but I 
imagine that the words were writt en vi th gentle irony, t o point out 
that it is so easy to find fault and t o criti cise , 

fu t Mr, Sa:nweye, who has rec ently aeon the srticlo , sa.ys: "Vith 
this I profoundly disagre e. Undor these worthy gent l emen the stories 
would have achieved ll hi8her literary tone , but I am sure they would 
have been insufferably dull, and as '111'.ll'eadable as the old B.O.P, stories." 

Personally , I tt.ink I ahould not have wished the direction differ
ent from what 1 t was, but I do not see why a story of high literary tone 
should , of necessity , be insufferably dull, Also, I have volumes of the 
old B. O. P., containi ng stories written over a wmber of years by a cer
tain Talbot Baines Rani , and I have never found t hem '111'.ll'eadable. 

The othe r corresponden t, whan Mr. Lofts quotes at great length, 
has many interesting points t o make, I woul d not agree vi th bis sug
gestio n that Charles Hamil ton ahould have been paid a fee t o "sub" the 
st ories by substitu t e writers. I can ' t see him ever having had the time 
or the i nclination t o give much atten ti on t o other writers• work. 

"Speaking frommmory," says Bill' s correspondent , "the J!a8net's 
circulat i on was always hi8her than that of the Gem, " 

I don't believe it was , Long before t he war , a friend of mine 
at the A, P. told me that the Gem' s circulation was higher until 1914, 
!lild I have never dcubted it. I f Greyfriars was more pop,lar than St. 
Jim ' s, why were the Tom Merry stories reprinted in the new PellI\)' 
PoJ'llar in Oct ober, 1912? Surely the A. P. selected their most poJ'llar 
series for reprinting at t hat t ime, True, in 1913, Greyfriars went 
into the Dreadnought , but this, i n itself, suggests Greyfriars as the 
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~~ t"' s~lect'ion at that ;;i'~--·-,,,-------,,, ... ,,,_.,_,, 
The correspondent goes on: "llhen Bob Cherry was expelled in the 

famous barring-out series soce readers dropped the paper , and at l eas t 
one wrote that "vi thout Bob Cherry, the paper lost its pul for him, " 
Bob, of course, came back, and those who bad dropped the paper llla.Y not 
have Jmown so for soc,e time, It just shows the dar>ger of expelling 
heroes." 

I , myself, am modestly well-acquainted with Magnst history , and I 
possess sn almost c00>plete set of t he paper. I can recall no occasion 
wen Bob Cherry was absent frOO> the st ories , If the event to which 
reference i s made is the story "Bob Cherry ' s Barring-Out ", it could be 
mentio ned t hat Bob never l eft Greyfriars, and bis expilsion and bis 
ba.rrlng--out lasted for the length of that one story , 

A further suegesti on i s that "the lavish eircula t ion of both 
papers was due t o t he com:,erciall¥ absurd methods in producing the 
&mil.t on material ," As both papers ran for scmetbing like 33 years , 
I f ancy they must have paid their wrzy reas onably well, in ~pita of 
their "lowish circulati ons," I s uspect that t heir circulati ons com
pared quite well with those of t he maey other papers for boys, on the 
carlrnt in those days. Perhaps t.'le profit motive WWI not so hi~ 
developed before · 1939. 

I agree with Mr, Lofts' correspondent t hat "Had Hamilton 1s 
•p,1 11 been concentrated wholly on the Gem am the lla800t" those two 
papers would have benefite d, I suggested ear li er in this series that 
we bad t he glu t of aubsti tute st ories as a re sul t of Mr, Hamil t on 
having too maey irons in the fire, ~t my f eelings in the matte r are 
l uke-warm when I t hink of the tales of Rookwood am the Bio Kid, which 
we should have la cked if Mr, Hamilton had, indeed, concentra ted on 
Greyfriars and St . Jim. 

Besides , if everything bad been perfect , we should have nothing 
to argue about todrzy. How sad we shoul d be! 

It's jus t my point of view! w:t.at•s yours? 

TELEVIS I ON R EVIEW S 

BA(JtJl«i ~ BttrrDl. ( tt.s, 20th) Tbls , lbe ttrst or th e new Bult er r.v. aeri es , waa 
NuoiiaV enie rt atntna. Based oo an epi sode 1n one or the pos~ Bmter books, n 
told or tr. Smiter's abaeondlrc secretarr , one, tregg. A l it tle less t m& be.stowed GO 
'*'t ht oo• s ~ ton, u he tri ed t.o -=rt., good enough thouah r.hey were. m.tght han 
atnn D>N foo'8Ce for Ule sequence "1ere Trega wa., caught. a sequence 'lllbtcb WDS 114trr 
full)' UflCOlll'lnclng 8lld ~actod. • 

,.,. so otten happen., 1n U',• se pleasant li tt l e pl aJleta, Cbe Famua Fin seemed to 
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be t nadequa t el.Y dtN:Cted. The old ar ti f i ce or the boys toss i ng a btlll tro c:i one to the 
other woUld be more appropr i ate to a kindergarten lban a publl e school. even t.hough, 
tor 8 ohange ln th.ts ept:,ode, ti was a soccer ball. ln mother shot , Uurr-ee Stngh, tor 
no apparen t rea.son at all. wo.s shom c.arrytn.g a Rugby ball . 

One dtreot ton 'l'llt ctl ctlght benetlo1Bll1 be gh'oo to at le as t a couple or th e reoous 
F'tve ~ uld bo to get th ei r ha i r cut , 

::R o?~~~ s~) Bwl~~r ~~~~e~1:1;:v. r~un~r~~~ !° br~eo;;:~v!~~~~v:i~ 
reasonab l e comlotton, ond he rec e i ved h is remrd 'ltltl e tt-. QJelch was taking the Crey
tr t ars Recove (all lll8Tefl o r them) t or a eo\l\ try walk on a hnlt •hollday . Tht s episod e 
brought t o a lnd that grand l'bgnet sto t7 •Bravo, Bunter,• tn "'11ch. Bunter was sold a dud 
coconut t,y a glpsY , cO:I th m rescued the gtpq •s Child trc ra being run over by a t ra in. 
While th e Remove waa on one of Its Infrequent walks wl tb Hr, QJ.el oh.1 Ute gtp s:, thMked 
Bunt er , and th e Owl Is tall story was proved to be trU e, 

Mtiat 11 pt t y tha t t he tra in It em wasntt used tn BOLD Bt.NTEJI., It woUld have been so 
CJJCh more coloir ru1. 

IC lt ts necessal"1 ror Boot er to be bUl!l>'l(1 twice tn mos t epi sodes, sure ty Geral d 
Calll)ton ts sUCClcten t ].y padded to ensure tha t m e buq)lng can be 118de reasonably oon
vtnctrc. 

All to ld, BOU> Sun'FJI. ts a deltgh t . It you missed, t t , try to oateh tt tti.en th e 
repeat comes along . 

rl1f1rffln~~1r~e ~8~8~ c::!i~~~i~~:t ~~~~ra:: ef~t ~~!e~ ~!~t s~~ 
.societhlng. and 12'le res t or the Ga.st were adequate. 'l"be scene s at the nets were ertreoel.y 
well done. 

The onlY cause rar re gre t vta.a the brevtey. \that a pi t y that soOlil or th ese lt tt le 
.stori es cannot be can- l ed on Md We Into shor"t .seri al s. •DoUble Bunte~ wruld 
espec tal lY have beneClted tro m this tre at.Dent. 

~~o~~(~~ ~~>an::-' ~~;l~~~t~:n;~~. ~P!t~!f: :e;;,:rhi;:c;!:?r. 
(We tD9Ctne the cate came rroo the producer aM not Cran F"rnnk Richards . ) ;. tra111> sto le 
the rtver, md hid tt 1n the pock.et or the sle eping Booter. The tromp real i sed tha t Cbe 
note had gono tbrou«b o hole 1n Bunt er ' s pocket Into the l in ing, llblch wo.s another odd 
ctrc1.m1Stt1nCe, as B1.11ter•s bl az.er, l ike most bln:z.ers , "as clcCJt'l)" ltn ed In the st eeves 
onlY, 

11le noting or •oaP OCCUIT"ellCes makes tt evtdent that we keen Gre1tr tors rans 
ahould not r eally watch Bunter on T.v. at all, but we woUldn•t tilss them t or worlds. And , 
as we remarked earlter, r.hls wa.s really an cxcelloot romp. =~ t~!fl :u

1I:~ t~Ma;~=~~~~~~~, ~~\! :;::s~:~:eo~~ !!~~e: or 
bol Jde,y yarns , set tn Yartous 11edtten-aneon count.r'tes . Halt.a ,ma the tlrst place vi site d 
by the Creytrlers boys MlO were tbulev erer 1

3 guest., , wt th tt-. ~lcb tn charge. 

::J~ tJ. ;!!R~ !.a-:ecr ~ed ~\M:~~~.~= :.!~~to~tb~ ~ r~u!h ~ e tn-
t roduct ton or a Hr. laltzel oa, wtl l have brought happY meoo.rtes ot the E&Yl)t ser ies to 
Ha&net tans, but there en:, likene ss ended. Backgrounds were ad.equate, Md, In deterence 
to tbe heat or Cnlro , m e Fmoua Ftve d lacarded tbe lr school t ies and repl aced them "I th 
neck ~e,. A prodlM:er with nx:.h tcmglnatlon ti1ght have stNCJc. a hollda, note by garbing 
f.l'le boys In 'fflt to shorts end sh irt s and Hr. ~ l cb tn a li ght 8\ltt . Fortun ate l.)", nei ther 

~~~..!2!:~! -~ ... ~..,~~~ ....... ..,H.._IO_lffH"'''"'"' ...... _ ,,._11•NH-- ''"''" 
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The s ight ot Quelch an:1 che Famous Ftv e daahtrc In UtTOr rrom a sheei,,.arnp ed 
Bwtt.er waa a p,Mtca t~lt ke absurdlt.7, and Utere •a.s r ath er too r:uch rare, about Ille 
llibole till~ tor tt io appeal ftr7' adl to older Gre, rr tars f Clla. 8'111, lt 1a al•a:r• a 
JaY to sea Gerald Ccq,ton gett lhl betUtr and better aa Btll,1 Bulter . 

BQQK REVJEW 

CUsell' s --- -- - - ----- ------- 9/6d. 

A1TtY1ng 81 It dtd, W\Ml)O\I'\~. Md betwem '"° preYi oua ].J adffrtised tit.l ea , 
•BI U.T BtNTm AT BUl'LIN' B' , paM.}y on ace~ t ot tcs t ttl e' dropped. on '° \he 9lWle 
wtt.h the Init ial tci>ac:t ot a telev taloo ocmierotsl. The story ta prob8blJ mt que. Way 
baot about 19()1), HBrttn ClUtord can •Tom Hin1' a t U!.o Franco-81" 1U m9 , Md aoe ot tbe 
Hmnllton jl.l'll<N Ylst t ed Wembley Cllltb ltt on In 1923, but Yl atta to Inie ma tl onol £Jh lt1-
U,tona tell Into a ratber dltterent category troc <rlatts t o bollda7 oa,:pa. 

It seem lt kelJ tbat t.beN 11 a ii.--., bet.weBl the autbor, t he publlm ers, md 
ButUn•a, and so tar aa we can see, the ettect ll l lkel.J to bo utrem l1 btnetiolal bOCh 
t or the can:ps e.nd tor thi s Bmter book. Thoueh aomt readers will mdotl>t.ecl.ly hope that 
Btwiter am Co. wtll not oo t oo DX:h or tbt a son or tb tnc, tt can be atatect quit e 
deU nl tel.J tha t this Is a w ry tine ,nm. 8Jttf t""1110Tlng, tu>bltn.g Oflr with bol1dn1 rm 
Md •aa: lde amshln a, tt ts qu it e" Che best holt dq atoey a lnoe pre,,,war daYa. ttr . Billy 
Butlln, 1lltlo 11 retetted to (Just a Uttl e too otten ) as th e IClng ot tbe Roltdq C8q)a • ta 
link ed "1 tb t.be Cirqtrlrs l\lltors lo lnt.l' tgutng taabton md mother B.B. ta • 11ru117 
woven tnio Hr. 8ut11n•s l!ld'roouru In a pleasant 8Jld hilari ous 1W1.ncr. 

We can toraee 8\rlt.er t 8M ln their tboutands l"Ulb.1.rw ott to boot their chalets 
tor Stegness , In tb e hope \Mi U\ij:11:18)' eooe upcm. dw •old ht 1181. • . 

With lt s edTertl atng anele til ts Is a moat 1llUaUal It.cry for tbe Crqtrt $ra Co. Jt 
la !lao a r at tli ng good one. 

------- ·----

.~~~c~~r ~~~:, vg~= t~t-~-=~-~~~~-~-~-~ ·--~ -: .'_~: .~~~=~----· 
~ Magnet Nos. 1169 io 1174, 11117, 1516 io 1518, 1525, 1514}, 1544. All ta, ues 
Tcir19.35. ire t e.rabl7 bound. s.o.v a ,12, 319. 'Y.>7. I will bur' or coo otter eome 
exchanges.,. B. _J._Ht.CU..ROY, 62 ASPJNW.. ROAD, BRocnrr, s.t. 4.···-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·- ·-·-· .... · 

~.s~ 4:·~ :ss:. :;/1ett,';;:"~ ~.~ . Kegneta Noa. 829, ~5 . 867. 

CR. R. Wlu;of , 100 BROCH'IELD ROAD, CW CCIJ, N.1. ____________ ., .. ____ .., ... _ ... __ ,_,,, __ , __ ,_ .. .., ... 
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OL£J BOYI/B OOJ( CLUB 
~ 

t£E!lt«'.i KQD JOth 11AT 1 1961. Thls was th e 1. G. H. Md annunl. dimer. hel d In a sn~ncUd 
room at th e Arden Hot el• Md attem' ed by ele ven cecbers and 'ftlves. An excellent CJ.€al •as 
serv ed by th e at.aft ot the Arden and Ute flrlOtl on wa.s a gre at success. 

Arter d tMer there ftlB the usual electi on or otttc ers rcr the coming year. 1'le 
repoi-t troa 121.e Treasurer , fltllch showed on ltP"QVeQ&nt on l ast year was accepted wtt.h 
cot11ll ments f l"CX!I us al l to Normn. The se cret.ary' had Uttl e to report beyond tho success 
tn wlMlng th e Cre.1trtars Cq, outrtgh t. There had been responses to hi s article In the 
'SundaY Herem,.-lltllob was being pursu ed. As Non:nn s.1.ld, we cOUld do with moey new 
mmben:, ano, as Win Partridg e pointed out , the pr esent COtlt'ortable headquarte rs, the best 

':: :::~a~!fi/~ooimre~~S:.) :~~r~~~~~~=5~d~=:~ ~~~ !:!Ji:ed. 
fllankt"- Nonoon t or bis good work. a.s Chalrtwl tor 1960 - 1, J ack Corbet t proposed 

Tan Porter as Chatrm!l'I rcr the ca:itng year , seconded by avselt. nits was a popular 
deci s i on, and Tom 1:tulnked u., saylf'@ the.t as th e ntgbt had not been el:urlged he saw no 
reason 'flll1 bl a. other dUtt es woUld ire •ent htm acce pti ng t he honour. 

TbeN was no proeraz:me apart fro m th e dinn er and th o el ect i on or ottt cers , ao there 
was ~ le opportun ity tor getting t ogether on ou r beloved topics or old bo7s books, cricket 
ete. We were delighted t o hllve Jack lngreD with us age tn at t er a rew montha. Also, we 
"8re gled to l earn or Beryl Porte r' s st eady t l:l)NYeoent. 

HARRY BROOTER - Secrottry . 

The oeett ng on June 10th was opGned Pf'OI:lltlY at 1 p.n. by ch, troan Geotr re y Wi lde , 
wh) boo regrettull)' to annoalee &hat we were losing a !!IOI.Der, Tony P\)tt s, flbo had taken 
up an ai,poln t amt ftblch will entotl his rernoTal to anoth er dtstrtot . We all wt.!11. Tony 
the bes t or l uck , and hope t-O see hi e t rom tlce t o tl oe. Geotr also eJ:preased the 
pl easure whi ch we all t elt that Ole reports or tb e demise or t he He1'3eystde ClUb were 
pNC1&ture, and that tti ey are very web. al ive and k icking doNl Liverpoo l wtt¥, '!bi s wa.s 
Indeed good news - long Ql1' they oonU nue, 

Gen')' Alli son, after glT tng ht s ex>nthly report as tre asi.rer am ltbror lan , Jntol'IIIK2 
us tha t , tcr tbe tlrst t ime ln 11 years , we hed lost a •Magnet ~ In the post. fllere was 
8CDEl di scuss ion as to t.he ad'fl sab l ltt.7 ot ba'f t ng ell seri es t>otni, end sending thea b7 
regl SCered post to bCJl'T'OllfCrs. 

A sad note was strwk tfl en CeITJ' told WI he had rec el Ted a l a ttar rroc J 1c:i Hepbu:m 
or B].yth, telling us ot th e deoth or Hrs. HepbUm. We au eJ:tend our heartfelt S1Jl'l)t1.th1 t o 
Jin , ,ti o ls one or our t ol.llder mcmer s. 

'ftl.e tortho omtng trip t o Chest er fi eld wo.a als o dlsc\13,ed , Ii, l ooks li ke belng e 
tl'U]y representottv e gaO'iertns , ea ln aOdtt ton to our °"'1 regu lar s t here will be a oontl n
gent trom the tmnchest.er area , a Ner9eyatde meatier and one troai London, It present plans 
moiure. We are all l ook tnc forward t o a most enjoyab l e t tme on th e 25tb. 

Jd Wood then gaye ua news ot the l ates t Bunter book • to be i,tmll ~ on the 
foll owing 11:mdq , e:ntttled •Btlly Bunter irt. SUtl tn• at l'tl.toh seems to be tn Che 8Llthar1s 
usual happy ve in. 

Next cam lbe readtngd' frlllk Rtchard st rt ne stor, or Rld}oll tr e , •RlYals nnd 
ana • t n ,tiJ oh Greytrtar s allO Plo.YS a cona l dereble part. It was g tTen this monU\ by 
BNezt Sentl q, Md Breeze 8.'!I usual , held our at tention from tb e tl rst .. so mah ao tha t, 
at ier an Interval tor ret'relfrlen t a, he wa, aske<l It he woold: gtve us: moUl.er sess i on& He 
·-- ...... - - .. - ---Nl' _ _ .......... - , ... - Hlfll l' -l'l'_ ..... , ... ,11,_l_•ffl""''"'- ''""'"_..,.,,., .. ,_ , 



-~ ····--·-·-------ClJ.17 obliged , and thla passed the U• Terf plea.santty until a ft.er nine otcloclt 1111\en 
sioiber il\loJable mentng ierwlnated. 

Next meeitng , Battl'daY, 8th Ju.17. 
F. RAHOOOC - Becret81'7. 

(Colleot.cra' Dtgeat npreases deepest IJ!!t&UQ' i o our remier, Jl ci Hepburn, t n hts great 
losa.} 

Another successtul lileett ng on June 11"1 waa lllOIH tv{I) DION • nJOJable due to c.he 
klndne" or Btll Wtndaor tn act.1111 a, CU" hoat. tM s month. A. good a tt.endane e lnclu:1ed 
8111 Cireenwood, Jibe. we MN dell&bt.ed 10 welcone back atter his entoroed eb,aence on:r 
tbe po.,t f ew lllnUis, 

Proceedtrp opened with the O!.airmen• a 1"'1lC18l't1 on club and aec1ton topics, f ollowed 
tlY tbe 8eff'etMT'a report. Our ttDdlQlal reaotrce s at the mlllllt lustlf)' our eabartt,w 
on the J)W'd'ia.se or rreah aiocta tor me llbrm"1, 8'ld we tbould be pleaeect to hear tl"Cli:I 
tile <Netlon lltrartons 1t thq tm e a c>ares fer disposal. 

The reading on tbla ooculon wea b7 Jotm PmTell , hla cbotce belng Ml accCU1t ot a 
trl cket match teat\r'&d ln a 1915 Cecl; Ulla "81 not onl7 entertaining flld SDLIIIIDS but 
al.to toptc8l.. 'l'ben oame a general dl acuH ton on m e cm-rent T,V. Bunter aeries, but the 
DC90SU1 ot opin ion was not n ry favourable, 1t betnc felt il'lat, apart trom .Genild 
ear.,,ton, the oaat and presentation are tar t'ra:I saUatoetor, and not t.o be cqared 
wlOI the reoant production or ih e •Pttth P<rm at at. Domlntcta.• 

After rvtreabments caae a furf.ber rolmd or the •.ut me Anoth~ qutz. f'radt case'• 
te8CI !ilBRaled to ret a in the l ead. but tilts la of seeondar, tq>Ol"tanCe ln Ttew of tbe 
pleBSIN tbe IEIJG arront s t o all ta1t1r:w pen. 

1be meeting anded a t 9 p.m., all too IOOfl , as uaaJ., and we loot fcrwarct to our 
next get,o,toguber on JUlJ 9th at fhomdale Romj. 

F'RANl CJ.SE - Secret.8?7. 

~ 

The GolOO'I Roura Club, s,mey beld thetr bes t meeting to dat.e on Jlsle 15th tllben 
oemers gathered ar. the Book Bargain Bazaar . Winter Is here now ttllch perhaps eh6rpwl.ed 
mec:1>ers• ai,pree tatton of tb e lr moat eorcenlal meettr:w place. J.t~ance was the beat 
thl a ,-ear lf1d tboa e i--eNn t Mire baw1 to 'Jmilc«IJe beck. Bruce Fowler Who has been abllent 
lrcD the ranks ror seYeral months. 

Letters tran. Ron Rodgaon and H81T'7 Bl"ostolilr together •Uh th e enr popular News
letter, were then passed arollld to tbe members to enjcy th e newa trorl oYerse a.s. From 
nearer boiae wa-e letter s trom. club mect>er Ar12nr Rall, 'llb:)se dis tance f'rcl:l. tbe meeting 
does not dim bis enthustsso, aM 01.r Vlct.orl8n trtend, Tom Dobson, bOth or !llbom wo boPe 
co welcoae to tbe club one da)', From Canada CSDe two letUrs trom CU' "il7 good trlend 
Bill Gander ,t)o ts atwa,a wtUl us tn c,trtt, t.l'tar*a to the prtc el eH llttlt s.P.C. 

Cbaln:'IM 81(1 sm,th then SV)Oln:ed t bar. arTallf:ecl8nta h5Y8 been lll!lde to obtai n a cape 
recol'dil" and thta will be ava i lab l e at. \be next club meetl,- on JuJT 13th. Ned>ers were 
a:ivl sid that Che gJ"\!:etlng to our trtooda or the Heraqs l de ClUb "M:>Uld bQ recorded tbm 
It the expected attendance ts realised. 

Great tntorest ,u arolll8d b7 an enract h"Oal th e •oatlY nan• dated Agr11 26Ule 
1961, -.itllch Che Qalrman tben paned an:uxl. The picture rea t\red 81111 8\rlter come 
to ur e tn the peNon ot Gerald Cs:l,ton tn octlon on the play!~ rt elda of Er.on tor a 
tort hcomtng T.v. produotton. Aa 8Jd -,cb. Nlld'ked , It was ao well done It really aeeaed 
1111:e a ~ lllustrotlon caiie to Ute. 

A repcfl, was gtttn on t.be Club macastne .. ms t comenta reee tnd haft been 
rol'O\rable, bUt tboa e 'lfK> ha'fe rltf O(Slllatnta were heard wlth equal tntereat. Ariloles 
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t or l ssue No. 4 were dteoussed , highlight being a sta tt st loal scoop by Victor Col by, a 
genulM l abour or lov e tfl.leh took two or hls thre e wee«s annual l eJtVe to prepare. Bo 
be on the l ook out all you Bloke rans tor •The First Ser l es PeMY ?opular eextm Blake 
Reprtn ts , • Md to r the Hamtlt.on ent hu.slc.ats tb ere Will be the Urst art i cle b)' ttr. £ . c . 
anow l'h> was an ot tt ce bo7 with A.P. from 1919 to 192.}. 

As usual, tbe meeting was concluded TeQ' pl ea.santl.1 ln th e nenrb7 coff ee :t,;op at 9 
p. l.'.. wtth mimcrs alreac!Y anttetp atlng the nex t get,o-toget.hcr. 

B. PA1E - Sc cretBrY, 

Another jolty Em!etlng, U\ls t loo at Paddington , with Jto swan on Ideal host. 
SU0037, June 18th, the dat.e md a splendid gathering. Jt c ' s collectio n l i ned the 
melves , copies or Bill)' Bunter at Butiin•s, were c:Usb"lbuted md tbe Hac1tlt.ontan sect ion 
ot our l ibrary d i d exGellent busin ess keeping librarian , Roger Jmklns, nry busy . 

ttarJor le and Blll NoJTIS gave an account or the ir visit to FrMk Richerds , l'er)' 
interesting and enjey able. Eric Fayne conducted one or h i s •ttt sst ng Words• oompetltl ons 
incl presented th e WIMers wltb prlt.e a,. Bill Lotts ;ave hi s selection of •Desert ts l and 
~ 1ons4' end a.s a resul t or his choice , Tea RedW.ltc tops the li st so far as popular ity 
ts ooncern.ed,. Q.tlzzea bf Winifred l'i>rse , aw- 11e Wr~t, Don Webst er and Len PacJa:len 
helped to till In tbe h<l>Pl' hours. 

Bill Lofts s t ated t hat the •oecf' catalogue 1'08 got ng alq sat lsfact.ortlY. 
f lnallY, Don Webster , Chatnrai 1n the unavo idab l e absence of Jos ie Pacla..an, pro

pcscd a vote o r tluinks to the host s , ttr. and. Nrs,. Jlm swan plus siste r Edtth ,. 'Jbe date md varme of the July meeting ffllS mnouncod as SundaY, Jul.Y 23rd, at 
E.xcelslor Houae, Crove Ro8d., Blrblton, SIK'f'e1,. Rost Erle Payne,. Kindly lnfom If 
Int.ending t.o be present. . Phone EU6UOO£ }m . 

I.NClE BEHJAf11N 

~• s!~J~f~rJe~! ·N: ~%; ~~tt1~n!d•sT.r p~~:~;f~~lY Blake, Jack S~, 
lf . Houe. 13 sr . UJKEIS SfflEET, BARRGI' IN FlRNE88, LANCs. 
·-. -. -·-. -· -· -. -. -. -· -. - . - . -·-. -·-. -· -· -·-. -. -· -·-·-·-· -. -. -. -. -. - . -. -· - . -· -·-. -·-. -·- · .. ·-· -·-
WANTED m9ENTLY: 1 Popu1ars" 2nd aeri es . Arr:/ Issue s between nu:rbers 170 and 26o. Ver, 
good pric e off ered. 
L. PACKNAU, 27 ARCHDJ.LE ROAD. £AST WI..Wlai, W.'OON, S. E. 22. 

~-~ NETS Nos ,. ~ . 768, n1 , m , 9}} and 1ai6. 15/· each ott ered or' Red Hagnets 

.w.:.1_te: UFJ'B, 56.SHERJNCHAN ~ • . ~' . N.W.1 .... , ... - ......... .. . _ . . .... ... _ ._. _ __ ,_, ...... - . .. , 

~ s.L.O •s ta:, 258. Nelson Lee No. 130 (old ser i es ). Tour pric e paid plus 
postage. the adVerttser MS SCD& a. o. L' s , Hel son Lees , Gems and Nsgnet.s t or exohonge 
~ -~ ··-· BRIAN KOLT, BRITISH D5ABSY ' . REYlCJ.A.VHC,. tCD..AND. __ , ___ ,_ . . ... , ... _,_, ... - ·- ·-·- ·- ·-·· ·· 

21e ~e::. ~f,e ~:r;-J: s ~~ z;4~e49;:s~: 'J~: J7t.b1~05j~' N~~! , ~ , 6:,' Ji!· 
J~: ~ ; Jg; ~l: m: ~: I~;.~~b~~ ;~ · 789, m. 79J, 798, soo. am. so,, 
ms. J. PACI01AN, "Z1 .ARalDALE ROAD, &J8T DlUfICH, LClNDCJf, s.E.22. 

----------· -·- ........ _.._.., .... .,., .. .,,,.,_ .. ...,,_,,,,._,,,, ______ .,,, ..... _..,.,,, __ 
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CONOOC'l'ED BY JACK WOOD 

.... ,u. THe Nl!UON Lee LIHA~Y TllllHALFPl'llll 

;r#-(:~!>f.>0 
... ·t ~:{· -~ "'. . HILLING 

~

: · .•. -~~ OR, LORD , DORRl.\10R £'S 

·i'W', II AGER, 
• I 4 IIOtf ol Scbool W. UJ l)f,tir,~!i.-.. 

Mftatan at St. f ruk '11 CoUt-~l', 
.. t:rodllti&J N&L&ON LEE, HlPr£a , 

ud a. ao,.. ol &L rruli:'•· •, -. .&.atbor or " llw in.:c Frd':n t~ 
....... uni. IC7tkr7 o.e.Jde.&cllt," .. n.e latffTD'PIN Kattb. ," aud mu, MW SdrriaC TIIIN. 

(TH£ NAlU!A.TlV£ RELATED THROUGHOUT BY Ntn•1'11 ., 

This cont h we have an interesting l et t er from st . Frank ' s , in 
which our rovi ng correspondent , Jim Cook, raises a controve rsial poin t 
as to whethe r the Sussex school juni ors are l ess easily l ed up the 
garden peth by odd casters t han the Greyfri ars Removites . 

As stawich Franciscans , we stand by f or blasting from t he 
Hamilt onians - all in good part, though, we hope. 

In the meant ime, however, I have had some old - time Victorians 
brough t t o my at ten ti on, wit h a view to di spos al . If anyone i s int er
es t ed in good condi tio n Jack Harkaways, Rupert Dreadnought, and 
Valentine Vox, perhaps they will let me know as soon as poss ible , and 
quoto a price. 

And now, over t o JIM COOK. 

OUR ST. Fl!ANX' S CORRESPONDillT REFORl'S 
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St . Frank ' s College , 

Boll t on, Sussex. 

It has been mainly quiet during the sum,er months, al though 
se veral in t eresting events have taken place tha t deserve ment ion . For 
t he most part they appertain to activi ti es connected with cricket and a 
new, or rathe r tanporary, Ranove Fem master. Ol d Crowell , devel oped 
pneumonia and on t he advice of Dr. Bret t has gone to Switze rl and to 
recuperate . 

Consequently I the Head had to find a locw, at short noti ce , and 
fran an advert i sing journal he picked a candidate who had the necessary 
qualifica t ions but not, as i t turned out , t he amazi ng fore bearance which 
Mr. Crowell possesses . Each new master that has arrived at St . Frank ' s 
has been the subjec t of a det ailed account , eithe r because of his pe
culiar attrac ti on or a hosti le at ti tude toward the tenets of St . 
Frank's l ore, 

Next to poli ticians schoolmasters have certain fixed i deas for 
deciding t he fate of the world , but these ideals clash violently so 
t hat the innocent schoolboy on reaching man' s estat e decides his own 
dest i ny by ignoring both , Whet her the juniors of t he Remove Fem at St. 
Frank ' s would have adopt ed this procedure as a result of t he advant age
ous off er by t he new master is a ca tt er f or speculat i on, but since he came 
to the school with t he in te nti on of dictating t o the beys exactly how 
the Ancient House should be run he soon found, like many anothe r tyrant , 
that the beys of St , Frank ' s will not succumb to despot ic authority . 

It is amazi ng how the new 1!18Ster re acted to St . Frank ' s when he 
realised his pet theories were di scredited by t he entire school, Of 
his scholas ti c ability there was no questi on, but he wanted to dis
ci pl ine the Remove I s acti vities afte r school hours in a manner best 
calculated t o bring out that well known fi ghti ng spirit in t he beys , 
For a t emporary Fonn master his audaci ty was impertinen t and a reflect 
i on on members of the staff who were of l ongstan:ling . Mr. Pagett , too 
Fifth Fonn master, shocked his colleagues in Master I s Calllllon Rocca by 
announcing t hat this pal try subst itute far Mr, Crowell had insti tu ted 
a system of ' fines I whereby each j uni or was compell ed to ' donat e I a sum 
of money instead of rece ivi ng lines . 

The DBW i dea was not apprec i at ed axcept by fe ll ows lilfe Gore 
Pearce , Forrest and a few others . The showdown came when Teddy Long had 
t o fork out a shilling for forge t ting to wash his hands, Long, in his 
ef fort t o borr ow th e acount frOOl Archi e Gl ent horne , was overheard , and 
Mr. Pogett t ook i t up at once. I am not qui t e sure what the ultimate 
fate was of the money thi s new man coll ected , but rr . Sta f ford sacked 
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Other points CWD0 t o light when the Head started an enquiry, and 

it was agreed t he new l!laster•s stay could not be to l erated, It appeared 
be had previously hold a similar posi tion of a t emporazy nature at Grey
friers school in Kent , but hi s references were unimpeachable, and i£ he 
had practised a similar trait tblre it had endured notwi t hstanding the 
impecuniosity of most of th e fellows , No doubt, t he veal th of st. 
Frank ' s had a greate r at tra ction for him, but fe llows like Single t on, 
Archie, Sir Montie Tregelll s-llest , Vivian Travers , The ~e of Sanerton 
am a fev others , though very li beral, do not throv the s tuff 8Jlf8¥. 

Sane other time I vill re cord th e short stay of this temporary 
master for it makos a very int eres ting s tudy of how one school can 
apparen t ly accOOI:1odnte on its s t af f such a rogue vhile another school 
exposes him aloos t at once. Whether, as I soi d in the beginni.Ilg , t he 
Ranove was a Form ho could not f orbear per haps his acti on was an outl et 
for his failure to adopt vi th success his previ ous money making 
sch«aes . At Greyfriars he rney have had a minor vi ctory over t he boys 
in the Remove t here but thore vere pickings to bo had am the rich St. 
Frank 1s boys vere woiting to be plucked. If he had had repli es t o his 
advortisemnt in the journal he would have i8nored t hem in favour of 
a post at St . Frank ' • • 

Nel son Lee t ook over t he lloc,ove intil llr. Crowell was abl e t o -.. 
turn frcm his convalescence . 

I really wanted to talk about circuses in thi s l ett er!! The other 
aftern con being very rain;y and Little Side undor wat er no cricket was 
poss i bl e , am the match with Bannington Grammar School postpone d. So 
ve kept in the Juni or Ccmnon Roan and spent the time i n various ways. 
The subj ect of circuses cropped up and llandforth e88"r ly suggested th e 
Remove get together again and fom a circus on the same l illos as they 
di d when t hey ran Prof esso r Onions• circus sane t ime ago. 

Old Bandy bas such wild id eas t hat when be does think of somethi ng 
good it is n1t at firs t realised! It i s r eal ly s urprising how 01laily 
a circus could be forued fra:i th e boys • •• such talented f ellows like th e 
Oniow br otl iers , Reggie Pitt , Fatty Lit tle , Bust er Boots, in fao t 
somewhere in t ho past there is a rec ord of t he !ll!l8Zing feats th ese 
juni ors perfomed when they l ent their support 1ll running a circus . 

Bamforth S\l88'lsted a charity show t o which Ni pper ogrced at once. 
Well, ve sat and talked over the tiJ!le when Professor Onions• Colosal.l 
Circus and !lonagerie """"' t o Helmford and how the Remove supplied nev 
turns •• •• of Johnny and Bert i e Onions ••• of Mr. Simon Sneyle ••• the 
rascally manager ••• Jerry Dodd am aid, his wonder poey • , • Buste r 



Boots and hiB quick-fire p.1blicity ••• Jus tin B. Fruman, Willy l!an:lforth 
Tess a Love - l a ter t o bo a pupil at Moor View School , Lots more were 
menti oned , and ns t he r ain boat against th e Ccn,,on Room windOIIS t he 
juni ors oDl 'lI'ged on th e id ea t o fom a cixcus similar , but on a smal 
l er sc, ll> t o aid a l ocal charity , 

Perhaps more of t his happy i dea late r. 

* ********* * 
WN!J:ED: Populars 120, 153, 160, 162, 163, 168, 169, 217, 219. Any 
pink Union Ja ckB prior to 1917. Sext on Blake Libraries , first aeri es 
1, 2 , 4 - 7, 9 , 11, 12, 14 , 15, 19, 21 - 27, 29 - 32, 34 - 64. Fair 
conidi tion; pl ense s tat e price. 
s , G, SWAN, 51 BEATTY AVENUE, VIC'l'ORIA PARK EAST, W&S'l'IBN A\Jm'RALIA. 

* * * * * 
YE OLDE CTNIQUE INN 

Still come the f!lLlOUS to our renowned hostel r y t o sample the old 
Engli sh roast beef , the four - poster beds , and ginge r- beer straight 
from t he barrel . The lates t visitor is LE.S ROWLEY, and bef ore he l eft, 
sun-tanned and happy, thi s i s what he wrote in the visit ors' book : 

Soce people want what they don't need - others need what 
they don' t want, 

SEXTON 

* ****** ** * * 

BLAKE TODAY 
1'he HAY AND J1.t1E 1ssues ot SO:TOO BLAKE LI BRARY• r .:vtewed b7 

WALTER WEBB 

LOVELY - Bur IETHAL (No, 475) 
nw.t cer t a in tncllspensable soreth tng "1teh tort1S the root or all ev ll Corms al.Bo 

the bas ts or t.hl s novel wfltch sees th e welcome return or Peter Saxon r.o the pages of the 
s.s . L. otter a too-loog absence. 

rroci the outset sexton Bl oke smelt s ocethtng ! IQ about the death or t he L"IJltl-
1:11lllon at.re• Gregory Rsr4l ngs, md oo dtseoverlng th at he w39 be ing used as a witness -
Md tn a benertotary oapaclty at that - tor a mr'derer, be set about the task of br lnetne: 
th.l s part icular lncUTtdUal to t ace the Justic e ot a Brtt tah court. 

It took hie on a brier joumeY to Spaln to save Harton Lang• s Ut e t Tinker on a ·-.. --·------ .......... ____ ..................... ,., .. .._,,._,..., ...... _ ..... _,_N ___ HNIH_t _ "'_"'"' 



p"8" 29 ·------ -·----···-----· llbcrter and equa.111 brte c Jounwy to Btflll ngM.11' • Nw Street ood tbe f .n:>ua • tton • 
ottlee t.bere , llld a oert at n oontlden'68l .ecNt.-Ol"Y to a laie m.tlllona lre on a mlulon 
tor tlblch a ret\rn tick.et proTQCI tn1 ecessar1. 

Jt•a qutte a '~ fer Splasti lirtt, end the DULY Pal'T. and that &OH for s.s.L. 
rel!iders , loo . 

Rattng _ _ __ _ _ lill")' Good, 

P§AOLTPER§IIABJS!'!tt2, 476>- -- - - - ---- -- - - ~DllllDiD""'~'--"'RE~•~o 
ille~r be Ml •caught oo• with dM modem 81¥.e Nadir er not, Acbtll e Rtrot , 

FNnoh equtnleot t.o the AmertCiYI tuik of beefcake , ta oertat n)7 me of t.be IIIDA 
attz"aotl'rtl.Y Ttrtl e Mel"aoc.era In th& s.s.L. todB1, 

In hl1 conntct wUb a rtng ot d lmx>nd smulers Blake f CU'ld &trot oo hh 
•bane9 grcuid tn Ca, Paree a kMer or st.rength, thoUgh ti waa l eft t.o cbto Parla tan 
polteewaia\, Hamselle Jul i e Hcrel, to demnstrate once agai n t ho.t "1en awrgenq 
decrees 11W1Cul1ne atreneth becomes bUt a P\rl1 'MllC)OO When pl t tecl .'.lg8.lnst tbi wllea or 
m attractlft yo1.11g IIIJOUW'I, 

For me, di.ts was one ot the m1 t enJ~ab l e stori es 7et plt>lllhed l.llder &tl.e 
Desrond Reid b:,-ll ne, and nett 8'a l t Ule eari, rewm or Achi ll e Sld Juli e , two d1artr 
cters wU.b. dt attnct poa:stbll tt tes or betng OOte t o C8M'e out r or themselTits a nlobe 
ot popultrl'-7 enjoyed 1n varr lng meaaures bJ' other subs1dl81"7 S.B.L. c:baraoters or a 
bNone 3ge. 

Ratl~ __ __ __ Veey Cood. 

R00\!;18 RARBOIR (No. 4]7) ------------ JW,. nu;voo §TORT 

one 110uld nr.iTer accuse Jnck Tn:Tcr StorY or not strlTtng tor ortglnaltt.)', and 
It , mn:,b9, the plot here doea Ml'e m:re than mi air or t amtlla.r lt1 &boat n - a 
11JJggllng gmg, Cbe dotml ecrosslng and Usequent .,.;.esnoe ot cert a in mlts aga.lnat 
other m l t1 or the oomb1ne Is a l.hecie old as tbe bt1\I ... 7et ha'Ktled bJ a triter a 
oont,tne1 a nld> l e "1t with t ertlle loftglnat ton, It ls strprlstng lllbat cen be pr'OC2uoed 
1n Che •tlT of entert a lrant troa a plot that wa., &f'Oll'ln& lfll *a-s 1lnce l ong betON 
Blete •aa ner thought ot. 

n ls not so mch the atorr u d'w Wll)' tbe author baa told tt. Hl1 dlarDc:t<ra 
are tmlque - 80l:ril .sea:. t.o haw j\lll)ed rldlt tra:i Che pages ot a book or '8117 tale, . 
Hone DlN ao, Cbm Pepe, h 1aw OftZ'71:,htQJ rrom hla craok. ID tbe noorboard. 

A f Pl'.ltaatlc and at1J.1l!'W oorel ... oert a lnl.J one of the moat extra on11n.at7 ner 
pul>ll- In th> 8El'IOf WKE LI BR ART• 

Rating _____ _ ver, Coo<I. 

twOO!!l\'§ ROCXl (No, 478>-- -- - ---- ----- ~ 
The lOtC-Pr"ODlsect Irhfl stoz7, rltten ~ - I SlSPf;C t .. cm, tlbo 11 botb 

tho"'"81>11 Enlllt"" Sid a Blake tm ot l ""fl -~. 
Llk e Its caapM IOl'I It baa SCllgg).lng 81 Its theme, bul here tile 1lmllorlt.7 filldl • 

tn 8ftl7 other 1181, except U\at tlllereas lobster, play Qui te en ~ port b8N as 
asa tn1t a parttcul.Bl" trand or sardine ln u. prn lous ato,f'J' - 12)8 tllO nonll aN u \be 
polea a.,ort. 

Wben Bl Me la asked to trmsttgate \be death ot a cuaic:.s ortt08I" In Coant.7 
Dom, Nortben:i lNland, he Is n.attr aU ,1 lll'atlfled oo takJ.nc II> bis coamt aalon tn tbl 
Ttctntc., to dtaoonr Ulat his presence l a resented none more at.rons:17 l2lan bf &hoe• 
lllbo ....,. ao mztou to obt a in bta ..-,sees tn the first pl ace . 

A rtrat-cl aaa OO'f'el or Ul"de:r' 5ld teJTW'llCI on a nation-wid e ~ale , •1th Bl ake 
and Tlr*.er tn t.he old happy parinenbtp , s}d one surprtatng Cra.,donlan upre s ,t on tQ 
further remtoo th e rattb tul s or halqon day, . Rattng _ __ _ v.., Oood. --- .. -... 
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GDfl<AL COIP'Ilfil 

1~rro!1: ;.!~~1:~~~!: 1oi~eS:.~ ; "t:~o~'°o=~ ~~ :: ~~~e~r~:t 
whtch appeared. tmder t.be t 1tl e or •The 0¢fsSQY ot Senon Bl8u 1 ,11 tn No. 477, I 11:>\Lld 
answer "'t.b a detlnlt e,. S)'es. • 

Thi• li t tl e arttel e wll l be or great Interest t o tbe Blake f£1l, tor t t contalns 
canY Interes t ing t act.s o.bOUt hls tavour t te characte r, 

ReproduGttona ot tbe tront oovers ot certai n forei gn edtttona or the S.B. L., 
publl:lled with 12'1.e arttclo, " Il l be ot great tnt.erest, end l hel that tr t.ht s .PJhoUld be
e• a r egular feature tt would tl rxi a faVOUr'nbl e respons e MOngst the rt18Jorlt.J. Hot 
onlY would 1t tnt:l"OdUCe SOtle an.¥:h desired variety tnt.o th e pages of the Llbrar,-, bu t we 
could then CO!ll)aN the merits or the t oretgn edlt tons with those of 01r ORn - leavtng 
the qi.astton ot 00101.r out. of tbe rec.kontng, ol course, and ecncentra.t' tng on the design, 

l) ours Since re / y 
(Joterestt ng Item trom the F.dttorts post--bag) 

c. D. reoder Hrs, H, Jerre t t of Brlslln;ton, Sbe Is 
n keen sexton Bl ake ran, and our picture shows her 
wtth her OYCl tinker , Pool. 

AR'nlm CARBIN (Rugby) The reproduct ion or the 
&i.iiifft COTer "as a gee. U waa one or ct'" favourite 
me.ga:.tnes, and I have not see a copy s tnoe Ule earl7 
3()1s . The oesortp tt on In •How They Began• was wry 
accurate . I 1'llB caught wi th thAt tn-eslstlble 
attract i on or tbc Bu.J.leeye , •lth It s t.cndcnq tQWards 
the borrl rt c, but, as you state, n was nn er sad · 
t s t lo. You also l*ltton tlfO or -aq f 8'our1te 
stcrtes, •House or Ttr1 11s• and •Pb.o.ntoc or Cur1ttor 
fle l d. s ' Colleotors l Diges t get s bottcr and better. 
Doer Herbert would be vory protxl or It . 

S:;;,.B;,,~~~~~1=1~ ~!~r;s~~w::!!!r 
Re,nolds MCI hla re::itl.7 was interesting lndeod t.o ew, 
a.1 he ,as l!ff tavotr H e artist . 

~t 1:!~~! a! ;~~/!::~ :.!! 
st0l7 Wbloh boa Just ended In Film ""'· I think tt-. 
P&Rer d td so mob t o bui l d up the l.ce.gu or Su:tcn 
Blake , Ttnker, Hrs. ~ell, to 8lff nothing ot I.be 
host ot character s in pro-war dq1 - Zon1Ul , 
Waldo, the Bat, eic.. 

·----·------ --·----.... --- --· ... -------·-
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~ (London) tr-. N. Llntord Is qutr.e con-eat. The stories of Cli ft Houa• bf 
~e.tll81 started 1n Apr il 1932, t tw:,ugh theY were actuallY ftrltten eome ti me 
beforehand. ftl.e las t story or curt House b1 L. E. Ran8(llle •s tn 6e..tu>ol Fr i end dated 
27t h JulY 1929. 

On the merits of Dodsbon and Laidler , I am told that Dodshon was a sta rt art i s t. 
Re had a room at Fleet.My House, where he used to draw bt.s pictures , A dependat)l e man, 
he we..s easll,1 accessible In t.he event or editor s want ing someth i ng tn a hu:rt'y. 

In repl1 to Jack ~. a c~l ete list or Charles Ramllton• s work, from the 
1890ts ttll the pnisent day, has been COlll)lled, Wben &bis will be P\i>U:fled l cannot 
say, as thare ls so DlCh other .caterlal ln band, 

!!:1~,r ~~!°~~ne ~ ~~ ~t~=~'~:1 ,: .~ .. ~~!'~: ~n~~~d,:: 
trtbutlci n or light am ~e l "n'le i ,P, artists"'" like the gir l In the nursery rtl'mf 
either very good or hOJTld, Reynolds and Stqythe •ere far too good f or j uvenil e J)IKlllca-
t l ons , Jlblch Is lucky tor us , 

~~~~~~~~! ~::i~~~e to eipress er, SDPrtctat ton or the sUbtle 

P.4.'l'RJCK CREIGHJN (tlOnag)\an) I thlnk the Dtaes t Is a wonderrul production, and av onl1 
regret is that i d ldn't rind out about l t sooner , I would ltke to see soae articles on 
t he old comics, partleularlY the 1920/30 period . I admired the reproduct i ons or Lot-o
Pwl, But terr}¥ , etc , 1n the Diges t liu:t 1ear. 

PfI2 HANGEJI: (Northm:J)Uln) 'lbe Hotspur was q- ravourtte . ln pre-war da1S it 
ll)eclall s ed In sd\ool stor i es , and I always lik e to think of t t as my prep acbool betore 
going t o Gny!rlars. Tbe Digest gets bet t er and bet ter - tt reallY does . I part.tcu
lar].y liked the St . Jt 1::1t s story tn the tta¥ Issue , CoUld 7ou not publ ish more or t hese 
stori es tn the Di gest or the Annual? I greatlY enjoy thee , am oh, hoW I oovy Tlle 
people "'° can wrl t e them. 

RlY'DN SAU1)N (t pswl ch) Anent John Tomltn.son•s l etter (Yours Blncer e iy Hay c.o.) 1 
~m.u1t associa t e ~selt with his cocments on Ralph Leslte F'ull ftOOCI of st. 
rrant •s , MIO Is also a particular ravour1t e or mine, and "ould have had a btgh rating by 
me had he been azoong the 23 li sted In th e present ioost Interest i ng pcpulerlt7 contest, 
A w:>rd or ,o on E, o. Rarr:Uortb, This character, wi th bis SUJ)erf tclal aggress i veness, 
ls a CIOSt Int eresting one, tor, U CIY cecory serves me well , there were IDMY' Instances 
nhen In ooccnts of crisi s unsusp ected qualitie s or leadership , resourc e , tn:Serstandtng: 
and s;ympathy or a sensitive ktoo cace to the surface . 

~ (Australia) could a special appeal be CJ'lde io Frenk Rtcb.'.lrda to tln lsb off 
•Jack of All Trac:lest? 1be l ast book, e.boUt :, 1ears ago, l eft our hero a prisoner on a 
Dutch boat , desttnatton lricno,,.n, This la a 'Tel"1 good aerJe s, l t CO'Ters fresh ground, 
and 1 am sure the fan s "ould like to see 1 t co~l eted.. 

• • 
POT - POURRI 

BY QfJlRY W.16<! 

~o~ ~:~;: ~~~~9~0:~~~~=~~ ~ 8~e~o!0~~~: ::e8~:1 
ast.rq . 
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Last Saturda¥ , however, Inst ead or recetvtne Hll;ets Nos, s79-688 '::"' fb';';i~ ..;. 

\.1\8.rtcn Rebel series from a bOrrower, the boob encl osed with Ms lett.er wer e the 
t ollow tne: •Lecture NoUs on Htdwtre17 . • •Textbook. t or Health Visitors ,• •General 
Ar1Uvnettc tor SchoolS,' •Elementary GeometrY,' and •School Certlttcate Algebra,• 

Frantic te l ei;h.one cal ls have at present recovered ntne or the ten 11agnets, but No, 
884 ts s ttll clsstng, can anyone suggest how Cllcll should be cl a imed tor the citss tng 
m.mt>er, taking Into accom t the scarc it y ot th e per iod, and the odds against ri nding 
that odd coPY1 It has been a blowl 

~t, ~~Tfi&~cc~ 0~1~ ~=:1::C:t~~t~~es!!~ ~ ~~:t~~v~ ~~~e ~~i=so 
Plppt n saga , Ml:lch ttrst appeared ln 1872, and h3d thei r l as t I ssue tn 19l6. 

fllts r eflec tion has ocOWTed to me, as at l ong last 1 have obtained a co~ l et e run 
ot •1'tle Prince or Gt ant l and1

1 the f1rst story ot Tim Pipp in th e YoW'lger, AdJ:llrers of 
Tto Pipp in are very few. Herbert LeckenhY and John Medcra!t have passed on , and apart 
tro o •Ot to Ha\D"ert mo t s now th e supreme o:xpert on Plpptnlana, I know onl.1 or Bill Hall 
tn Austral i a and tr1setr . Ho,r I l ove to see 81l l• s advc:rts , ottering Hagnets , Gees , 
Cocit cs , et c. , anYthlng In tact , tor copi es or Young Folks Talcs . Ciood hunting, Bill. 

lrrlbat a woodertul.1¥ dtverse hobby ours ts, with all tt:l IilllfO' pleasurea and 
Int erests . 11\e littl e tnl.ct or land n.iled bY R. H. tt. Qul ttenton , th e author of 
• clan tle.nd" and Its sequels , Is a country dtscovcrec2 by very tew eip l orers . But flhat a 
Hagle Land i t Is, 

tntroouc,1on: 
It has alooys struck me as rather puzzltng oonstde rt ng the ta ct that oost follow ers 

ot our hobby have a mrked pre f erence tor school stories ,it\)' the hara cowr story ls so 
cOli1)let ely neglect.ed e.speclal.l,y when one raner.i>ers t hat such yarns were writt en b)' 
authors ot a high literary standard and published by eminent fi rms. Indeed , as a reade r 
ot the c.o . l1onthly and A.nnu.ll tor cl ose on ten years I Clln onl)' re~r one ref erence 
to th ese st or ies and an at t el:l)t to assess their real place In school boy li t era ture , and 
th i s was t n one or Hr. &rte F'arn ets •controve r1 ll l 1 art i cles. 

'111ts ser i es ot articles Is therefore an att et:IJ)t t o view soce or the se stories In 
their pro per perspec t ive . In a recen t •Desert Isl am Books• talk giv en to the London 
o. s . e .c. I sugges t ed that aore at tention mlf)J.t be given to the reading and discussion or 
hard cover scbool stOf'tes , sooe or vtllch wer e, or course , repr int s r roc ser i als written 
t or such tine papers as th e • B.O. P.• atl2 •The Captain•. 'J'hese art i cle s will, l hope , 
do sooethl ng t o'f!IM'd.s ztl t!lllat t ng t ha t Inter est. HY thanks are due to a well knoNl • 
metbcr or the London o.s.s.c. M'lo has kindly al l Ol'l'ed oe to bo:TOW a nur:t,er or h3rd cover 
school stories rroo hi s collecti on. WttJ\out hi s help this ser i es would have been quit e 
lnrposslbl e an:t t art deep].y grateful ror hi s ki ndness , 

No, 
1 fte::ntlc:!is o~: ~a!.t~c~!~~~l 'loo°;_, acong authors of bcys 1 stori es c.1ln1Y 

because hts sty].e or writ i ng wos orten or adult appeal. Ile does not appear to have 
contributed ve17 ClllCh to boyst papers , most or his stor i es appearing orl &lnall ,1 ln hard 
cover Corm. 

tn hi s •controVers l al • article Hr. Fayne states that Coke•s stor ies were about boys 
but ma.tnlJr writ ten ror adul t s . lllls Is partJcularlY tru e or • th e Bending or a Twi tt 
M i ch t s also r am er ort glnnl In th at the school featured - Shrewsbury - ts .e. rea l one. 
nit s adult si.,l e, however, c.eans th at such a story can be react with cons id erable 
Interes t todey bf ant or our c ircle , t or very obvious ressona . 

( concluded ncit month) 

PUbllsht'd by Eric F~e, E.xcelstor Howie, orove Road , Burbl ton . 
Dupli cated by Tork Dupltcat lng Servi ces , 12a ffl e Shambles , Tork. 


